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Compares Dominican town to Chernobyl in pollution
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SANTO  DOMINGO.-  The  prestigious  publication  bloomberg.com
today  refers  to  a  report  which  compares  Chernobyl  -site  of  the
world's worst nuclear accident- with the Dominican township Bajos
de Haina, in a “nation known for its eco- tourism.”

The report affirms that Bajos de Haina, located just 10 miles west of
this  capital,  is  “severely  contaminated,”  assertion  based  on  an
evaluation  appearing  in  the  website  of  the  New  York-based
Blacksmith Institute.

“Chernobyl, the site of the world's worst nuclear accident, and the
town of  Bajos de Haina in the Dominican Republic,  a Caribbean
nation  known  for  its  eco-  tourism,  share  something  in  common:
They both feature on a list of the world's 10 worst polluted places,”
the Bloomberg report states/

Bajos de Haina’s severe contamination, it says, results from lead from a now-closed down vehicle battery
recycling smelter, according to the report of the Blacksmith Institute, which lists locations in the developing
world and former Soviet Republics.

“Living in a town with serious pollution is like living under a death sentence. If the damage does not come
from immediate poisoning, then cancers, lung infections and mental retardation are likely outcomes,''  the
report's authors said, quoted by Bloomberg.

The report adds that the final 10 sites were chosen using advice from several prestigious institutions, while its
authors warn that some 85,000 people are at  risk in Bajos de Haina, located on the island Christopher
Columbus described as “the most beautiful that man has seen,” while the Dominican Tourism Ministry calls it
“inexhaustible.”
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Written by: ADAM, 23 Oct 2006 11:10 AM

From: USA

What a negative report, the level of Pessimism is unbearable this article was Obviously written by a LIB.

Written by: Lazaro Hidalgo, 23 Oct 2006 3:00 PM

From: Plantation, Florida

I have seen the report prepared by the Blacksmith Institute. I found it to be vague and nonspecific to important

facts. They fail to mention any specific cases of persons affected, if any. Nor are they specific as to the radius

of the affected zone and its relationship of contamination to distance. I contacted the Blacksmith Institute

regarding this report and they told me over the phone that the radius was from 1 to 3 kilometers, then sent me

an email saying it was a couple of acres.
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Nuclear plant at Chernobyl.

Picture 1 of 2

Previous Next Zoom Picture

Compares Dominican town to Chernobyl in pollution - Domini... http://www.dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2006/10/20/18845/C...

1 of 2 8/27/08 12:48 PM



Post Your Comment | Not a member? Create your account | Lost your password?

Write your opinion here. Please keep your comment relevant to this article. Please note that any comments

which contain offensive language or discriminatory expressions may be edited/removed.

You must log in to post a comment:

Username Password   

LOGIN  

 

HOME RSS ADVERTISING CONTACT US

DominicanToday.com - The Dominican Republic News Source in English
Dr. Jacinto Mañón #7, Piso 2, Ensanche Paraíso
Tel. (809) 412-2830 / (809) 616-2801 Fax. (809) 616-2334

GOLFDOMINICANO.COM
EMOTIONDR.COM

DRGOLFPROPERTIES.COM

Site developed by:

 

 

Compares Dominican town to Chernobyl in pollution - Domini... http://www.dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2006/10/20/18845/C...

2 of 2 8/27/08 12:48 PM


